
UVM’s fee-paying Academic Semester 
in English Program allows non-
Spanish speakers the opportunity 
to experience the Latin American 

and Chilean cultures while earning academic 
credits in courses taught in English.
This program is designed for 
students enrolled or interested 
in one of the following academic 
areas: General Studies, Liberal 
Arts, Social Sciences and Business. 
Each course has 64 contact hours 
which are usually the equivalent to 
4 US credits or 5 ECTS according to 
American and European standards.

SEMESTER  
IN ENGLISH

In addition to these English courses, students are encouraged to take at least 
one Spanish Language and Chilean Culture class to improve their language 
skills and learn about their host country. These courses are offered through 
our in-house Spanish Center, which is accredited by the Cervantes Institute in 
Spain.

General Studies

• Astronomy & Astrophysics 
• Project Management: Key 

Skills to Excel in Everyday 
Life

Liberal Arts:

• Ethics and Development
• Post-dictatorship and Popular 

Culture in Chile 
• Rebellion, Revolution, and 

Reconciliation in Latin 
American Literature and 
Political History 

• Travel Literature 

Social Sciences:

• Critical Narratives on Global 
and Local Order

• Cross-Cultural Engagement 
and Skill Development

• Gender and Sexual Minority 
Studies 

• Human Rights in Latin 
America 

• Indigenous Peoples in Chile 
• Latin American History of 

Ideas
• Latin American Social 

Movements
• Poverty Reduction and 

Sustainable Development
• Regional Scenario of Latin 

America in the 21st Century 
• Social Inequality, Exclusion 

and Democracy
 

Business:

• Corporate Social 
Responsibility 

•	 Effective	Business	
Communication Skills

• Executive Production, the 
International Film and 
Television Industry 

• Globalization
• Globalization of Art and its 

Marketing 
• Green Economy
• International Marketing 

Strategies 
• Leadership 
• Management Skills and Crisis 

Management 
• Multicultural Global 

Management 
• Negotiation Strategies 



GENERAL STUDIES LIBERAL ARTS

Travel Literature
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

A	 land	 of	 encounter	 and	 finding,	 of	 retreat	 and	 loss,	 Latin	
America	is	the	place	where	man	finally	stopped	his	wandering	
throughout the world. Finis Terrae, Land’s End. This continent 
has been described and recreated by many travelers, who along 
with giving a lucid glimpse of this region and its people; they 
also revealed much of their own selves. This course aims to 
approach these kaleidoscopic gazes of South America from a 
human scale: Latin America or a “nostalgia for the space”.

Astronomy & Astrophysics 
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

The Astronomy and Astrophysics course will guide us through 
this wonderful science, on a level that is understandable for 
students	 with	 different	 academic	 backgrounds.	 The	 main	
contents	are:	Mysteries	of	the	Universe	 (BigBang,	Expansion,	
Dark Matter and Dark Energy); Exoplanets (Searching Methods 
and results); Violent Systems (Degenerate Stars, Supernovae 
and	 Black	 Holes);	 Cosmology	 (Space	 and	 time,	 Large	 Scale	
Structure and possible future).

Project Management: Key skills to excel in everyday 
life
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

People usually relate the word project management to huge 
projects run by large companies. This course will open a new 
door for you. We shall understand project management with a 
completely new perspective - with respect to our daily life.
This is a highly interactive course based on the application of 
theoretical concepts to practical situations aimed at developing 
the project manager within each student.

Ethics and Development 
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

This course will not be a theoretical or philosophical discussion 
about Ethics or its history, but an intensive individual and group 
practical	 reflection	 on	 personal	 and	 social	 behavior	 in	 order	
to be happier and better individuals. A strong engagement of 
all participants in personal reading, elaboration of papers and 
above all, sharing own ideas and respecting them is required 
to	achieve	a	significant	and	useful	work	and	learning	outcome.

Post-dictatorship and Popular Culture in Chile
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

This	course	is	designed	to	offer	students	a	critical	understanding	
of the complex trajectory of popular culture in Chile from the 70s 
to present day. This will be accomplished through the analysis 
of	 literature,	art,	film,	and	music.	The	patterns	of	production	
and consumption of popular culture examined by this course 
can be divided into three general periods: The Revolutionary 
Period of Activist Art, The Allegorical Period of State Repression 
and Censorship, and the Period of Remembrance, Recognition, 
and Reconciliation. 

Rebellion, Revolution, and Reconciliation in Latin 
American Literature and Political History
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

Students in this course will learn to understand the political and 
literary history of the Latin American rebellion and revolution 
through	Bolaño’s	work	The	Savage	Detectives.	Finally,	they	will	
be able to apply this understanding in thoughtful analysis of 
Bolaño’s	novel	to	the	independent	investigation	of	a	particular	
revolutionary and/or literary tradition in Latin America.

SOCIAL SCIENCES

Critical Narratives on Global and Local Order
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

After approximately 25 years of neoliberal domination, critical 
ideas are beginning to reappear in mainstream literature. 
The purpose of this course is cross-disciplinary and strives 
to understand the structure, form and arguments of some 
contemporary and critical ideas, the paradigms they represent, 
and how they relate to the present world order and in some 
cases, how they envision its fall. The question of justice within 
social, economic and political spheres in the international 
system are at the center of these arguments, but these spheres 
are not isolated from other spheres such as history, identity 
and pedagogy especially when seen from the locality of Latin 
America.



Cross-Cultural Engagement and Skill Development
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

This course is based on studies that have shown that students 
are likely to gain a more profound and enriching intercultural 
experience if equipped with a theoretical framework within 
which they can analyze and interpret their experiences. The 
purpose of this course is to enhance the intercultural sensitivity 
and awareness of the student during his/her stay in Chile by 
providing tools which help make the most of the immersion 
experience and its transformative potential. The course will 
introduce students to a number of theories, concepts and 
strategies that will help them better understand and advance 
their own process of intercultural encounter here in Chile. 
The required readings will provide the framework, but in-
class activities and guided discussions as well as tutored 
investigations into Chilean cultural habits will allow students 
to develop intercultural skills so as to aid the student’s personal 
reflection	and	comprehension	of	cultural	experiences.	

Gender and Sexual Minority Studies
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

This	course	analyzes	concepts	and	definitions	of	Gender	in	the	
context of Latin American Feminism. Students will study of 
psychological, anthropological, social and political dimensions 
of gender and their relation to power and social inequality. They 
will also research and examine gender-related experiences in 
Chile.

Human Rights in Latin America
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

Through international reports, such as Amnesty International 
and	Human	Rights	Watch,	we	will	see	the	specific	situation	of	
Human Rights in a number of countries in Latin America during 
the current decade. Discussions in the classes will look into 
current issues, such as violence, abortion, public campaigns and 
minorities, so students can have a deeper understanding of the 
social realities from a Human Rights perspective. Students will 
also	learn	to	respond	to	these	issues	by	using	different	methods	
for planning and evaluating projects. This way, they will be able 
to	apply	the	course’s	conceptual	elements	to	a	specific	scenario	
to create a social, political or cultural change.

Indigenous Peoples in Chile
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

The	Mapuche	are	the	largest	and	most	influential	indigenous	
population in Chile. From a long history of violent exploitation 
by Spain and Chile, recent years have seen a revival and a 
reassertion of Mapuche ethnic identity in their 500 year old 
struggle for the land. This course is an in-depth approach to 
the ethnic identity of the Mapuche culture. Identity will be 
examined as a broad concept that includes history, origin, myth, 
language, ritual, personhood and worldview. Throughout these 
topics a central red line can be traced in the relationship with 
the “other”, the non-mapuche, whether it is a Spanish colonial 
“other”	 or	 a	Chilean	 contemporary	 “other”.	 Both	historical	 as	
well as anthropological perspectives will be used to understand 
this broad constellation of identity.

Latin American History of Ideas
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

Besides	the	obvious	political	associations	of	left	and	right,	why	
is it that most people tend to associate only certain types of 
expressions with Latin American culture and tradition, like 
dancing, music, poetry and literature? This course will strive 
to inform you about the less known but equally interesting 
and more rational based forms of intellectual culture within 
Latin America in a contemporary perspective. It will focus on 
the	side	of	these	traditions	that	reflect	towards	their	own	Latin	
American	circumstance	offering	a	generally	critical	perspective.	
The	 course	 has	 a	 cross-disciplinary	 approach	 and	 will	 offer	
readings from a variety of topics, such as identity, racism, 
history, economics, pedagogy and philosophy.

Latin American Regional Scenario in the 21st Century 
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

This	 course	 defines	 and	 explains	 the	 concepts	 of	 political	
power, totalitarianism, ideology, dictatorship, democracy and 
national interest, to apply them to the Latin American reality 
today. During the semester, the students will identify the socio 
cultural elements that shaped the Latin American Identities, 
in order to explain the evolution and outcome of political and 
economic models applied in the region during the twentieth 
century	 and	 twenty	 first	 century.	 Since	 the	 course	 explains	
the	 historical	 differences	 and	 similarities	 amongst	 the	 Latin	
American	countries,	it	helps	to	develop	a	different	vision	from	
the usual stereotypes. The main representative cases will be 
focused on the recent political crisis in Venezuela, Argentina 
and Chile.

Latin American Social Movements
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

Social movements have become relevant agents for social 
change within Latin America, particularly in the last few 
decades with the return to democracy of several nations. 
They	 have	 influenced	 social	 development	 within	 central	
areas such as Education, Environment, Urban Development, 
Work, and Gender. This class will be dedicated to the analysis 
and comprehension of Latin American social movements by 
studying a number of approaches and authentic cases, while 
reflecting	 on	 their	 impacts	 within	 their	 particular	 social	
scenarios. Each topic will be accompanied by examples that 
will range from Gender movements in Mexico, to Students 
movement	in	Chile	and	the	Landless	Movement	in	Brazil.	The	
main	goal	is	to	allow	students	to	put	into	question	the	different	
movements’ actions, orientations, structures and discourse, 
among other relevant factors, to better comprehend these 
subjects within social sciences.

Poverty Reduction and Sustainable Development
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

The poorest are the ones hardest hit with environmental issues 
as they often depend directly on natural resources for their daily 
needs	and	livelihoods	(for	firewood,	food	and	building	material,	
fishing).	Desperate	for	employment,	poor	people	suffer	the	most	
unhealthy work environments. Without much choice as to 
where	to	live,	they	are	more	exposed	to	disasters	such	as	floods,	
fires,	toxic	dumps,	and	polluted	air	and	water.	As	their	quality	
of life declines their health deteriorates, these environmental 
issues render them even less able to make a living. Far from 
being anti-development, environmental policies can actually 
be used to protect the health and livelihoods of poor people, and 
increase their political and economic power.

Social Inequality, Exclusion, and Democracy
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

This course provides an introduction to various ways of 
thinking about power, freedom, and social inequality in the 21st 
century,	considering	the	effects	that	neoliberal	globalization	and	
new technologies of governance have had on democracy and 
citizenship. It looks at political and social responses to the major 
economic changes we have witnessed over the last 40 years and 
asks whether there are any alternatives to the neoliberal model.
The module is multidisciplinary and is designed for 
undergraduate students of all academic backgrounds. Students 
are encouraged to participate in lectures by sharing their 
own views and ideas on important global developments, from 
the rise of private institutions that are “too big to fail” to the 
international management of migration.



BUSINESS
Corporate Social Responsibility 
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

By	 effectively	 using	 key	 concepts	 and	 terms,	 students	 will	
understand the historical context within which the concept of 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) developed. They will also 
apply this understanding in thoughtful analysis of selected CSR 
and Sustainability Reports obtained through online research, 
as well as, develop an approach to and position on the ethical 
dimensions of ‘corporate citizenship’ in a global economy.

Effective Business Communication Skills
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

The objective of this course is to introduce the concept of 
business communication, simultaneously teach the key 
communication skills/techniques that are extremely useful 
when entering the corporate world, and help the students in 
becoming better professionals. Some of the key focus areas 
of this course are: delivering impactful presentations, the art 
of public speaking, mastering impromptu speech, cracking 
interviews	through	effective	communication,	among	others.

Executive Production, the International Film and 
Television Industry
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

The Film and Television Industries do not only represent a 
major international business sector, they are also part of our 
daily experiences. Film and Television shape social behavior, 
preferences, styles, aesthetics and an important part of our 
economy. The course will go through the whole process of 
producing Film and TV, from content to aesthetics, from pre-
production to post-production, from script to market, from art 
to	technology,	while	analyzing	a	series	of	important	films.

Globalization
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

The goal of this course is to equip students with a basic 
knowledge about the multifaceted socio-economic and cultural 
process known as globalization, by developing their ability 
to assess the major arguments concerning its consequences. 
This is achieved through the examination of questions such as: 
What is globalization? How is it manifested? What drives it? 
What determines the distribution of gains and losses arising 
from	globalization?	The	course	finally	provides	a	more	robust	
understanding	of	how	businesses	and	societies	adapt,	profit	or	
react against this process. 

Globalization of Art and Its Marketing
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

In this course, students will examine the unique and shared 
elements	 of	 artists	 from	 different	 countries,	 evaluating	
the	 effect	 of	 globalization	 on	 smaller	 artists	 and	 big	 art	
conglomerates. Marketing described as the art form of the 21st 
century will be analyzed through the exploration of the works 
and marketing success of artists such as Andy Warhol and 
Damien Hirst. Street art will also be one of the central topics of 
the course as a counterexample of consumer culture, looking 
at	both	the	renowned	Bansky	as	well	as	regional	street	art	of	
Valparaiso.

Green Economy
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

This module is intended for undergraduate students of any 
discipline who want to learn about crucial issues in sustainable 
economic development and natural resource management, 
from water security to climate change. It provides participants 
with a basic qualitative understanding of the key theoretical 
concepts and examines how these are being applied in practice 
around the world today, from payments for ecosystem services 
to	environmental	certification.

International Marketing Strategies
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

This course provides a broad overview of the global dynamics 
of marketing strategies, providing students with the analytical 
tools to assess the adjustments and challenges that businesses 
must overcome to be able to compete in international markets. 
To do this, the main marketing concepts, as well as, its extension 
to	the	complexities	of	competing	globally,	are	examined	first.	
Each section of the course contains actual business cases to 
facilitate student understanding.

Leadership: Essential skills to become an effective leader
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

Leadership	is	a	complex	process	by	which	the	leader	influences	
others to perform and achieve. This course provides the basis 
for understanding what leadership is and what leaders do to 
be successful. This is a highly interactive course based on the 
application of theoretical concepts of leadership to practical 
situations.	Analysis	of	different	important	leaders,	audiovisual	
material and case studies will be used extensively during the 
course to develop the leader within each student.

Management Skills and Crisis Management
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

Management Skills and Crisis Management are of essential 
importance	 in	 business.	 This	 course	 interrelates	 different	
factors involved in the Management Process, from stability to 
crisis. The main focuses will be understanding basic psychology, 
different	management	styles,	general	business	context	and	the	
effects	of	externalities	and	crisis	management.

Multicultural Global Management
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

With so many organizations operating in a multinational 
environment today, it is easy to assume that the increasing 
connection among countries, and the globalization of 
corporations,	would	result	in	cultural	differences	disappearing	
or diminishing. Yet, on the contrary, as economic borders 
come down, cultural barriers often go up, thus presenting new 
challenges. Students will learn techniques, through highly 
interactive methods, on how you can excel, when they work for 
a	global	company	or	in	a	different	country,	with	teams	across	
continents.

Negotiation Strategies
Contact Hours: 64 Credits: 4 ECTS: 5

The Negotiation Process is of essential importance in business. 
It focuses on the Economic, Political, Social and Geopolitical 
context, which is absolutely necessary when it comes to truly 
understanding	the	different	negotiation	processes	and	styles.
The course will help to understand the Negotiation Process 
from an integrated point of view, with focus on the analysis 
of externalities. Its main contents are: Historical, Economical, 
Political	 and	 Geopolitical	 Contexts;	 Basic	 Psychology;	
Negotiation and Leadership and Financial Analysis.


